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Dear Counsel:

I write to file a complaint against the Fred Thompson for PnwWent Explwatory O>nini
violation of Federal Election law under the Commission's Jurisdiction. It to deer mat
violated 11 CFR 100.72, the testing the waters" provision of FEC law. Accordingly, hto failure to
file disclosure reports violates the law, and the Commission should demand full disclosure of Mr.
Thompson's campaign fund raising and expenditures, es well as penalize Mr. Thompson for hto
wHtful violation of the law.

As I understand the law, a "tasting the waters" fund to only legitimate for the purpose of helping
••s^ •B f̂liirlfleeiBB QaaGŝ HBi Vŝ neiM^BseB r̂ s^sai asllOUIQ DaaGOŝ iseB sal CsHS êBlflsalDBa ^JaK^B asDeYlaHSvSflVB Rslaa (•••Cl&e'elfl uD

become a candidate, the exemption no longer applies, and 11 CFR 100*72 (tots five factors to
determine when that has taken piece. On three of these factora, the examples era numerous
that Indicate that Mr. Thompson has gone far beyond tte activities and speech altoweble under
the law. Theae examples do net con* from Dirâ
accounts In the press, some being direct quotatioris from Mr. Trwmpson or hto staff. Other facts
reported are from public documents available on the Internet

A. 11 CFR 100.72(B)(2) - The Individual raises funds In excess of what could
reesonebly be expected to be used for exploratory activities or undertakes
activities designed to amass campaign funds that would be spent after he or she

On July 31,2007, Matt Mosk of the Washington Post reported on their Mog that Mr. Thompson
had filed peperwork wtth the Internal Revenue Service Indlcetlng that he had raised a sum of
$3,400,000 for his campaign committee.
(http://btofl.wesMrxjtorH>ostcom

The Washington Post further reports that this sarne ffllrig with the IRS Indicated that $72,000 of
this total wee marked for use In the General Section. This to an egregious violation of the
"testing the waters" clause, as It clearly Indicates an Intention for protracted campaign activity.
IntjjB same report, former PEC General Counsel. Larry IvoMe to qiioted aa saying "I mmk ITs
problematic* dearly Ifs a red flag."

The report Hied with the IRS shows the exact emount raised to be $3,463,355. It further shows
expenditures hi the amount of $625,743. Among the expertdtturas are further Items worth the
On•».••• •̂ •Inailai f*tm*mtitmm^Hmm VWa>M mmmmm^ mtnt MMMAm«fM«iaM« •.—A—11.- A« «• &AA MM I«A^MBMA*> •••iilr̂ annvnvsKiii • oDnBHiermon. i nera were SDC expenonuras many siioofvwi on iniBffiiec eervicBB.
This could fall under the edvertWnej deuse of trie testing the weter§M exemption. Further, there
to an expenoyura In the amount of $21,142 for Media and $133 spent to Google AdWords, which
to an Internet advarasf ng service. These all violatie the paid advertising clause.
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In addition. It to ado worth noting that Mr. Thompson'scampalgn hMdiectoead that fthas paid
$88/789 In rent. That la a aubatantlal sum and la anothar daar Indicator that ha to operating aa
a candidate. Ona ftirthar axampte to an axpandlture of $25,322 on lagal services. If Mr.
Thompson want truly "testing tha waters* than tha lagal naada of a trua axpteratpry campaign
would ba minimal.

B. 11 CFR 100.72(B)(3) - 'mates or authorizes written or oral atetemante that
refer to Mm or her aa a candidate for a particular office."

In a June 26 report by tha Associated Preee
<M (http:/Aww.ffoxn«wt.coin/itory/0^933,286820lOO.html)f Mr. Thompaon to quoted ae saying
<q "You're althar running or you're not running. I think tha atapa we Ve tekan are pretty obvious."
Q
C>

(rittp://www.tjsetoday.corn/news/polltl̂ ^ Mr. Thompson was
quoted as saying "I cant remember exactly tha point thetIssM,Tm going to do this, But when
I did, tha thing that occurred to ma: I'm going to tell people that I am tWnWng about ft and see
what Und of reaction I gat to It1"

In a July 12,2007 report by tha Washington Post
(mtp!//www.washlngtenpostconVwpHiyn/contenVa
Thompaon advtoer Mary Matelhi to quoted as saying "He has made up to mind" In reference to hto
decision about whether to be a candidate for President As a spokesperson for tha campaign,
thto serves as yet another Indication of being beyond the allowable Hmlte of current election law.

In an August 17,2007 Interview on CNN with John King, Mr. Thompaon said, "We are going to ba
getting hi If we get In, and of course, we are In tha testing the waters phase,* he said, adding,
•we're going to ba making a statement shortly that will cure all of that But yeah, well be In
CraoYBo/iafly wnen peopfe get fa 0ifr f*ce" (ornphasto edded). Thto to the most recent and most
blaring example of hto Intention of being candidate for Praslo^nt, In Matentvtolatlon of tha

C. 11 CFR 100.72(B)(4) - "conducts activities In dose proximity to the election
or over a protracted period of time."

In the July 2,2007 edition of the Washington Post
(tttp://www.waahliigtonpoe^
It waa reported that Mr. Thompson's campaign organization signed a long-term leaee on a
IftAall̂ U f̂t̂ B ejOW^^Bl ••̂ ABal̂ sl ^^M^n^ f̂c ^hA S)eW t̂tI« ^K^^U f̂e^h^S ^̂ M^̂ k^̂ ^MS^MMk l̂ ^h^h^A^HaB^h^^^^kfl̂ M "04̂ 1̂  IA ^h B&Î ^B k̂Hh& ^^A0^hMA^bK^h ^hSVDuiioing mac wouio serve as UMH nenonei cempeign neeoquervera. rrm is a owcafic exampia or
breaching tha tasting tha waters' section. In that same article, Mr. Thompson to quoted as
saying that ha "doasnt haw any Mg announcement tonight" and further says "I plan on seeing a
whole lot more of you, how 'bout thai?" Thto statement also violates tha spirit of tha law.

While these examples should provide ample reason for tha Commission to act to find Mr.
Thompaon hi violation of Federal Section Law, I would Ilka to cite, aa additional evidence, recant
precedent from tha Commission Itself. In MUR 5365 (Rev. Al Sharpton for Piasldani Exploratory
Committee), tha General Counsel states on page 8 of hto Reports

.•.Tha GommtoskttYs regulations look objectively to candidate's activities, not to
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the stage of an Individual's subjective decision making procesi. In determining
whether the "testing the waters" exemption appllos»..Onco en Indlvkfciel becomes
e candidate, equivocal stetements of Intent̂  or • future "official ennounoement"
do not eradlcete the registration and reporting requinMnents thet neve been

Based on this reasoning, the Commission found triat Rev. Shannon had violated the *testing the
waters" exemption. By applying the same standard, there to no other conclusion that can be
reached In this complaint against Mr. Thompson.

One last point worth mentioning/ Mr* Thompson had approximately $2.8 million In hie campaign
account after the IRS filing. This fact ate dearly Indicates that ha did not Intend to use this
money lor 'exploring1 a possible candidacy. Otherwise, It would have bean spent on exploratory

w ac*Mties,espedelly given the docum In
*3 the Sheraton decision/ the fine wee e significant amount In comparison to the amount raised. I
Gl -——--•-• *^_ ^^^A^ Î̂ al̂ A fc^ •• &_ ̂ k_ ^̂ M k̂̂ M Ĵ« IA Bĵ AlMl̂ AA^MM Ika MAM Îk* &A AAn1 WOUJQ urge ma \jommseaon ID aonere ID me game stanoaras in aonnmscanng ics penany to nr.
£•' TTiompeon.

fSI

jj. Respecthilly/

s (M,
Lane Hudson

MottryPublc,OlitrtctofColumWi
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Thompson Moves From flf
•How1

ByMktadD.
«f^_Lt^_A__ ^ .̂waBnssjionra
Mondv.JB|y2,200ViA03

MANCHESTER, N.R -The venue was vintage
L; a gtm shop. Perfect for the

•candidate who
acroat XfiDDfiHGfi ™ nie 1990k with a fed

BottheiewuadifVDftooeoBTlniiBday.TbomiMoo
wodreaedinadarkbtoeiahXawhiteihirtand
shiiiy black loafen as he chatted with gunpiiidiaien.AnduhenedawaytDviiitadiiier.itwMina
^^^^^M^QlffSHhil^nMiiiaft^GMCYykfiB-g^wini^^

Welooine to the Tbooipaoo for President campaign

He han't made to <*&£•• *«* •»«* •» amMniiiBeinBBt will praba^cioineinthepejatwoweek^topcinopaign
. the c jnyaifn tjaund a long jurm lane OB a hnikHng in Nashville thai wfll

ierveaiitBiiaticioailiBadqiyylBia.TliatluihtT^̂
gHHy fundniaer at the home of a Nashville miuicnioguL

"Pm testing the water, and the wrier feels lealwann," he teased the 300 donors that night as they
nmnched on iced shrimp.

1̂ . IB New Hampshire, the farnerT̂
activists, "I don't have any big announcements here tonight"

"I plan on seeing a whole lot more of you/Thompson thundered "How about that?"

ButevenastenahestoassemMetfaeiiifiastnictiire
define what his candidacy, and a potential Thooqisoapfeadency.wiUbesIboiitWUlheembnMehis
SflMiham AMT! and campaign •« feline TamMMMi fjiiiMir AlaMnHer nnea iB<L hi • Bml

•qua •Kht? Or will l̂ > tnrt hi« Ae t̂oa mm m t\f^ ffi|| •Ĵ Trngmhar. Ifthhyiaf lawyer
I to the powerful?

in Ma fit«f twn apMeiiaa hi importairf primaiy •trtM IM> •Mmlr| IMMI «nH in <^nî  Cflrfflintt ThnmpMnnt iwu 9foesus» in IUHUIIH
to soKsjest DO will do ooili*

camefSpom NMliville, and I donltfiDd lite
Wednesday afternoon. He then repeatedly mocsriWashbgtonDoUtitiaiis,atc*»ep^

the "fboiislmess'ia the natioo't capital.

At New HanpsUre% Wayfarer Inn the next day, ThcMnpaon said that the fiederalgoveniiiKm is "iiot
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competent to be doing the very basic thinph was dected to do in manv

When a reporter asked how he can ran as an outsider when he has been an insider for so long,
Thompson rejected the label •

T have never used the woid VmttSder,* • Thompson scddedhb<p»stioner.ntfs a delineatkn that
doesrt mean anything. You dort have to be from Alfl^
Pve been talking about things wrong with Washington when I was a part of h, before I was a part of ft
andsincelwaiapartofit^

Ift unclear whette the red pfeb^wiUresurfte as p^
" : for that image. Others say naming far president ii different

0 "It's not a red pktap land of campaign/ow
U*i
G, Top adviseis say they can finesse the dash between Thc^^

Kl
<M The politicians have lost their connection with what people ^^^
'̂ said n senior adviser who nonssted anonynrity to iffiTiftP strategy. "The way he views being an outsider

<q would be as someone who views the people inside the Beltway as not connected to the outside."
G'

," the adviser said ofTbompaon, who lives inside the
rvi Washington Beltway, in

Thompaoirt long coonections to Waihhigtnn have aheadyio^

ĵjmmmmjjmmm^ •••••JUMFM • |HTgMiyiiTg TBIIWI— •nij—1*1 ~ i ii i î i ii i

n dossier that described him as "n reliable supporter, deteto of JQaimsL£u^" who played "a
^oirt nominations* and has a Tobbying career foM of landminM*key ion hi Bush Supreme Court nominations* and has n "lobbying <

fa parttarig, the dossier noted TTiom^
in the 198Qi slid his woitasaregisteied foreign agert for fbn^ ~

Aristide in the early 1990k ft abo aonght to call attei«ion to Thompaon^ vocal ddieiise of convicted
White Hffllflff

"Aa part of nil role ai the ttltfanate WaaUntton fatridar.Tlioavionoflend to boat yet another
flnMalm event ior jSfiDfilaUbh^il^pl defcnteftand," the IM^i executive director, Tom
McMahoii, wrote ta an e-maU to
•aying that he would UMOlmery1McMahoii, wrote ta an e-maU to party soppo

pardon htat"

Senate campaigi in Tenneiaec. And Thooipaon'i support for Libby may earn him points among

For now, Thompson is ignoring all those qpwatioinxlfis campaign dpmtnspo^
iwimmepreiinteracts with the press infrequently - and usually only with reporters he deems friendly.

His tnp to New Hampshire but week was covered by £o2Ufi]X& to whom he gave an exclusive

On the stump, Thompson hi still feeling his way.

At RileVs tun shop, he spent only n lew mimttes, chatting wimsevefiiemfrioyees about how weU the
instant background chyfr is larflH^ng ̂ tftx tiny said.) At thf MBtrimngk RMfBtiWrt, a ftw>rifp of
prasideiilial candiditas, he slKnkirn^
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lunch. (He had a tuna sandwich and potatoes.)

Hunpeechet, while ; are a bit wrfbcated. He often chews on hit bottom lip, much at Bill
BrtTbompi^a^ pretence it atullai»UianBfe,

tolheir feet tevoal timet hat week, eapeciallywheniiecnticizedthe
immigration bill that dfed in Cbnfrett.

nrte bottom tiiBtowludhbeiriar the
crowd in South Carolina. "And this imnMgiatim bill ii Doth."

County named ArthurTl» auoleace eroptpd in applause. One Ibtener.acJvUcortiictDrrioin
Brynfetoon, aid later that k wa§ inaireaied with Thompson.
<lfe doei oot like WiilB^cloB;" Biyiv^^

that have been poaled about thit article.View all

V^H^^HW^Pi^PV ^~W ̂ M^P^^H BH^vVlVc

wmtooma to ttw human network. -

feitol

Submit
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woshlngtonpostjcom
Thompson StiU Waiting For

t to Announce

[aijaffand
_ mlbml

ready. A UchoiT win not happen in July, arid wvieralaldMwlioipolwcmtheandHiciiofaiioay
becauie the campaign baa not pubtidy announced to intentions.

Rqwbiican conidlant Maty Midau^
when the campaign mftaMructure ia ready to mri» the moat of the iurie in interertihe believes wffl
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'. he li following in tfad Ibotatepi of the ftoBt^UBnefK pottiin out a new boot and

embBridag on a tour to support it

»Keep: On Life and MUM," Biden'b Mjecdote-filtodtrettitBonhislifeinAmericMi
politica. appean in booknona July 31.
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of Tony Schuwo^ W^KMO oomtoio
whBttNr ihe rindd be allowed to die.

to evoke the memoiy

Browiihack, who to attune^

Congien. Courti eventually auled with Schiavofr hnaband and ofdeied her feeding tube removed.

Demoaati have added one mon
Ito the crowded piesidential primny calendar: i debtte
on Aug. 9.

win addnai "iamea of importance to the gay, ieabian,
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time in bntory the major picaideiiaalcaiioldBO»wffladd^
sat aaid, "^"gtiMt SfiiilL HilllTY Rp/*h«" Qintan (W .̂Y.) and BanckftfaffPMI (D-ffl.) have

1 io pMucipalc. AB of QIC Demociatic contenderai in JSactj aie enpected to attend—not so the
who wen aleo invited.

View all commftnNthatlMVft ham po^ed rimrt thJBMticie.
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